OBSERVATIONS 
In favour of a Bill to oblige the 
Owners of Tenements and Houſes 
under Ten Pounds a year to pay 
Taxes for the lame, 
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OBsERVATIONS in favour of a Bill to oblige the Owners of 
Tenements and Houſes under Ten Pounds a Year to pay 


_ Taxes for the ſame. 


Ir has been generally aſſerted by the beſt Writers on political Oeconomy, that it is not 
wiſe to impoſe or collect any direct Taxes from the Poor: *They find it difficult to 
get Food, and the greater bart of their little Revenue is ſpent in getting it.” They are 
therefore little able to anſwer the peremptory demands of the parochial Tax-gatherer ; 
and are moſt greviouſly vexed and harraſſed by the conſequent Proceſſes, Penalties, and Di/- 
treſſes for Non payment. — By the old Law of Queen Elizabeth, the Poors Rate was 
made a Tax on Occupancy: and by ſubſequent Statutes, by being rated, or by paying. this 
Tax. a Settlement was gained. Hence in moſt ( populous ) Countries, the terror of giving 
Settlements reſtrained the Overſeers of the Poor from rateing their ſmall Houſes and 
Tenements ; and the Landlords or Owners were rated ( informally no doubt) and paid 
the Rates for their poor Tenants. 


Thus matters went on till the year 1795, when a Bill was brought into Par- 
liament by Edward Hyde Eaſt, Eſq. for. the wiſe and humane purpoſe of preventing 
te yexatious Removals of the Poor.” The Bill paſſed f into a Law and amongſt other 
things it was enacled, That no Perſon ſhould “gain a Settlement by paying Taxes | 
ce for Houses and Tenements under Ten Pounds a year.” 


It is well obſerved by Mr. Abbott in his Introduction to the Report on tem- 
porary Laws, That it is to be regretted that Laws confined to Caſes of a limited 
66 Deſcription, but depending upon ſome general Principle have not been extended 
66 to_ all the Caſes which fall within the Range of the Principle, 


"This was not unnoticed when the Bill was in the Committee; z Mr. Eaſt, was advertized 
that if he did not add a Clauſe lo oblige the Owners, and not the Octupants, to pay 
Rates for Tenements under Ten Pounds a year; the Law would fall ſhort of its Principle 
and Effect: and in 4 great Number of Inſtances diſtreſs Thoſe He ſo umancly meant 
to aſſiſt and van this was 4 the immediate Conſequence. 


„ Smith's Wealth of Nations, Vol, 1 P. 454. 
+ 25th. „ 
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For no ſooner was the Terror of Settlements taken away, than all Tenements under 
Ten Pounds à year were rated in the Names of the poor Occupiers; and the Diſcontents 


real Diſtreſs, and Tumults which have ever 1 ince been occaſioned by enforcing the Col- 
lection of the Rate ure inconceivable. 


In great Towns as Mancheſter, Gc. it is impoſſible to collect theſe Taxes. 


In Mancheſter, the Poor's Rate is about {17000 per annum, of this above { 4000 
is charged on Houſes and Tenements under ten pounds .a year; the Deficiency of Col- 
lection from this poor Claſs is nearly equal to the whole Sum aſſeſſed upon them; and 
of Neceſſity, an additional impoſt to this great amount is laid (moſt oppreſſively) on the 
reſt of the Inhabitants; this is alſo a ſtill heavier Burden at Birmingham. 


To the Owners of the above Property, no Injury can ariſe, for they ought and 
will receive in their Rents, every fair Charge incident to them On a proper calculation 
| the Rents muſt be proportioned to the whole outgoings of the Landlord; and will always 
find their true Level, determined by Value, Demand, and Competition, The poor People 
themſelves are fully aware of this, and will not ſcruple to pay their Landlords at the 
Quarter Day, an additional Rent, more than equivalent to the Rate. By the propoſed 
Bill they will be delivered from the Viſitation of the Collector, and the Vexation of a 
direct Payment; and at the ſame time the public ſtock will receive from this Kind of 


Property, which is of vaſt Amount, —its proportionate ſhare of Taxes, now my uſtly Withe 
held, and laid with partial Weight on others. 
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